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For immediate release

Brussels, 27 October 2003

René Takens re-elected President of COLIBI

At their meeting in Milan on 23 October, the COLIBI members unanimously re-elected Mr René Takens as their President.

Mr Takens, CEO of the Accell Group, has previously served one term as President of COLIBI, from 2000 through 2003. 

Founded in 1973, COLIBI groups 10 national associations in 10 EU Member States.  The objectives of the European association are to defend the interests of the European bicycle industry and to study all issues pertinent to the development and the future of bicycles and the bicycle industry in general.

Trade & economic affairs, transport policies, as well as industry and bicycle promotion will remain important topics on COLIBI’s agenda.  COLIBI, together with COLIPED (Association of the European Two-wheeler Parts’ & Accessories’ Industry), is also dealing with a number of other issues of common interest, such as the EU enlargement in 2004 and its effects on the bicycle industry in Europe, innovation policies, the promotion of the European (CEN) safety standard and VAT reduction.

“A constructive dialogue with all partners involved in the bicycle world remains the basis of future success.  To reach our goals, we will therefore further our relationship with the industry, other associations and policy makers”, says Takens.

************************

Photo of René Takens available at: www.colibi.com

COLIBI represents the European bicycle industry.  Its members are the national bicycle associations in 10 European countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.
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