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European Commission to reintroduce bicycle transport data








European Commission’s DG TREN (Transport & Energy) deleted all figures related to bicycle traffic in Europe from their website and their publication “2001 EU Transport in Figures” pocketbook.





In a joint letter to Commissioner de Palacio (DG TREN), COLIBI and COLIPED, ECF and ETRA - representing respectively the European bicycle & parts’ industries,  the European bicycle users and the European two wheel retailers – questioned the Commissioner on the removal of such important data and insisted on the reintroduction of bicycle transport statistics in the concerned publications.  





According to COLIBI, COLIPED, ECF and ETRA, bicycle transport statistics on DG TREN's website are necessary to understand the role of cycling in contemporary mobility patterns. 





Moreover, bicycle traffic statistics will encourage various departments of the European Commission to take cycling into account in the development and the implementation of their respective policies. Also, it would reflect the EC’s concern with all modes of transport.





In the E.U., five percent of all trips are made by bicycle. However, in quite a few member states this percentage is a lot higher: the Netherlands 28%, Denmark 18%, Sweden 12% and Germany 10%. This is transport, what’s more, this is mobility.  








In her reply, dated 4 November, European Commissioner Loyola de Palacio acknowledges the importance of bicycle traffic in Europe and guarantees that bicycle transport data will be reinstated in their rightful place.  In short, the figures will re-appear on DG TREN’s website and they will also again be included in the 2002 edition of the Pocketbook, continues the Commissioner.





COLIBI, COLIPED, ECF and ETRA are pleased with the Commission granting their request. The four associations will now ensure that the commitment is fulfilled. 











COLIBI                      COLIPED vzw                        ECF asbl                       ETRA eesv











COLIBI & COLIPED vzw	bd de la Woluwe 46, b16	B-1200 Brussels 	Tel.: +32-(0)2-778 64 58


	Fax: +32-(0)2 762 81 71	E-mail: greet.engelen@coliped.com





ECF asbl	Rue de Londres 15, b3	B-1050 Brussels	Tel.: +32-(0)2-512 98 27		Fax: +32-(0)2 511 52 24	E-mail: office@ecf.com





ETRA eesv	Guinardstraat 32	B-9000 Gent	Tel.: +32-(0)92-33 60 05		Fax: +32-(0)92-23 62 40	E-mail:a.roetynck@euronet.be














