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UCI – COLIBI & COLIPED open up direct communication

On 9 May 2003, UCI, COLIBI and COLIPED met at the ‘World Cycling Centre’ (Centre Mondial du Cyclisme - CMC), the new Swiss headquarters of UCI. Aim of this meeting, carefully prepared, was to give up-to-date information on each other’s main projects.

The industry delegation was composed of Mr René Takens (COLIBI President), Mr Gérard Jacques (France), Mr Pietro Boselli (Italy), both members with Siegfried Neuberger (Germany) of the joint working-group in charge to hold the liaison with UCI. They met Mr Hein Verbruggen, UCI President, and the UCI Officials, MM Jean Wauthier and Marco Bognetti. The success of the meeting was further determined by the presence of Mr Nicola Petrone, Chairman of the CEN TC333 WG3 ‘Racing Bicycle’ and Mr Renald Locca, General Manager of the CMC. 

Before the meeting, and thanks to Mr Renald Locca, UCI presented themselves as the perfect host and invited the European guests to have a closer look at the several running programs and the exclusive equipment through which they are promoting the Sport of Cycling in the world. 

Nicola Petrone (Dpt. of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Padova) was invited by the Industry Organisations to present the European Safety Standard for racing bicycles. As from 2000, UCI has been kept informed on the activities of the European experts and on their progress in bringing the best and most accurate safety aspects to the racing bicycle. 

Although the four new European safety standards (Road, MTB, Children and Racing) are intended for and will be applied to the bicycle sold to the consumer, UCI Regulations refer to the competition bicycle as a regular racing bicycle that could come from the market. 

During the meeting, Nicola Petrone made an analysis of the latest version of the Standard, which is coming into force within the next months, after the present stage of Public European Inquiry.  He pointed out the principle of the standardization methodology. CEN experts work to fix the proper safety requirements while avoiding any possible conflict with new designs and materials. European bicycle manufacturers have always delivered bicycle innovations to the world of sports first and the bicycle today is a product of advanced technology.

No better occasion for the CEN TC333 Secretariat to deliver a copy of the official CEN draft to Mr Verbruggen and the UCI Commission Matériel.

In Aigle, UCI and the industry associations agreed to a basic principle: owing to the endless evolutionary process of the bicycle, any regulation must in principle welcome the innovative process when this process is effectively helping human performance. Mr Jean Wauthier's (UCI Technical Adviser of the Material Unit) position on this point was very clear: any improvement of the vehicle must first be focused on quality (better ergonomics, safety and body comfort) and not merely on quantity (power and vehicle's weight reduction) of the human performance.

Whereas for producers, the new CEN Standard will be the product reference ‘bible’ by excellence, the CMC represents the temple of cycling. The concurrence of time, place and contents of the meeting does not seem accidental. 

COLIBI and COLIPED expressed their intention to establish a direct link with UCI through which a regular and two-way communication can be opened.
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